TEN BASIC CONVICTIONS FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING
2. “Determine Your Life’s Goals!”      
Conviction #2:  “My purpose in life is to seek God with my whole heart and to build my goals around Him.”
Scripture: Isaiah 40:18-25; Colossians 1:15-20; Philippians 3:8-16
Key Verse: “You shall not make for yourself any graven image, or any likeness of anything…you shall not bow down to them nor serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquities…but showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my commandments.” Exodus 20:4-6
Theme: The kind of God we envision will be reflected in the goals and priorities 
established in our lives.
Introduction
To begin with this morning, I would like to try an experiment.  Close your eyes for just a moment:  Now, when I say a certain word try to envision the image of that word in your mind. OK…Here goes: DOG…HOUSE…MINISTER.  Open your eyes, first notice, each word casts an impression.  When I mentioned the word DOG, how many of you thought of a big dog, say like a German Shepherd or Labrador?  How many of you thought of a small dog?  (How many of you don’t know what a dog is).  We use a word and that word can create an image or an impression in our mind as to what it ought to be.  When I said HOUSE, I’d say that many of you thought of John and Judy Heyer’s home here on Ynez.  Our images are not all alike.  
Now, once more, close your eyes.  Think of this word: GOD.  What image flashes across your mind?  Some of you may be thinking of a grand ol’ Santa Claus who doesn’t care how bad people may be, He still gives them their presents.  Perhaps your image of God is just a blur, you think of something that is a creator, but somewhat outdated. What image do you have of God?
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Did you know that God is very much concerned about the image you have of Him?  Listen to this second commandment: 

“You shall not make for yourself any graven image, or any likeness of anything…You shall not bow down to them nor serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God…” 
The theme for our lesson this morning is basically this: The kind of God we imagine God to be will be reflected in the kinds of goals and priorities of our lives.  That leads us to the second basic conviction we Christians need to have.  Remember our first conviction must be that the Bible is the inspired Word of God and is the final authority for my faith and life.  Our second conviction must be that my purpose in life is to seek God with my whole heart and to build my life’s goals around His priorities.
I.  THE COMMAND           
To begin with, let us come to understand this second command in the law of God by asking three key questions: What does it require?  Why does God command this?  To whom does this commandment ultimately point?

In question and answer number 96 of the Heidleberg Catechism we read: “What does God require in the second commandment?”   The answer given: “That we should not represent God or worship Him in any other manner than He has commanded in His Word.”  As we read in Isaiah 40:18: “To whom then will you liken God, or what likeness compares with Him?”  You see, there are really two pitfalls that we really must watch out for if we are serious about wanting to live in a right relationship with the one true God.    First, we are prone to be committed to the wrong gods—money, success, pleasure, happiness.   Wherefore God says “You shall have no other God’s before me.” The second pitfall is the danger of misrepresenting or misunderstanding God.  On numerous occasions Israel fell to the temptation of trying to make some physical representation of what they thought God looked like.  But we today are more apt to violate this commandment by carving, creating, and cuddling in our minds false images of God 
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Which distort, destroy and desecrate the authentic image that the eternal God had made known of Himself?
Why is this so important to God?  First, of all, because no man can do anything that could possibly portray the whole character or person of God.  But secondly, our image of God will determine our response to Him.  For instance, if you come here Sunday after Sunday and hear the Word of God, but never change any of your sinful habits, attitudes, bitternesses or lifestyles—then you have reshaped the image of God so He is more of  a puppy dog then a mighty judge before whom one day you will stand. 
If you continually live with guilt, then you have remade God to be unmerciful and vengeful and a liar because you refuse to believe that Christ has dealt with your sin.  If you refuse to trust God with your problems, then you have made God very small.  God is shouting at us in this commandment to accept Him as He has revealed Himself. 
Which is the God whom you serve?  The true God or a dream, a figment of the imagination, an ideal you have created?  Do you really believe what God has told you about Himself in His Word?

So now we can rightly ask, how can I really know what God is like?  How can I be sure that I am not twisting God into becoming something of my own imagination?  We cannot make for ourselves any other portrait of God then that which He has revealed in His Word.  The Word of God shows God to be holy, just, mighty, and sovereign, a God of mercy, love and grace.  But yet the greatest portrait of God is found in the New Testament.  Here we read that the “Word became flesh and dwelt among us”. What image can we intelligently believe to be an authentic impression, a responsible representation a reliable image?  Look at Colossians 1:15.  “He, Jesus, is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.” Col. 2:9; “For in Him, Jesus, the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily.” Do you want an image of what God is like, in a language you can understand—look at Jesus Christ?  This was the only way God could ‘get         
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through’ to the human race.  How can you know that God really cares when a loved one dies?  We see Jesus weeping at the tomb of Lazarus.  How do I know that God takes sin seriously—we see Jesus hanging on a cruel cross?  How do I know that God loves me?  Again look at the cross, for God so loved the world that He gave His Son to die in our stead so we need not perish.  The Christian Gospel is the Good News that God gave the world a perfect portrait and an immaculate image of Himself when the Word became flesh in Jesus Christ.  No other image will do. 
II. THE CAUSE                           
Thus far we have seen in the second commandment that God is very much concerned about the image we have of Him.  He doesn’t want us to mold or remold Him into a God that is something other than who He has revealed Himself to be.  But now notice the cause of this commandment:  God reveals Himself as being a jealous God. That may come as quite a surprise to us.  Most often we think of jealousy as being a vice.  We can point to some over domineering husband or wife whose jealousy has smothered a marriage.  But on the other hand, it would be hard for me to imagine any person in a healthy married relationship not to feel a protective jealousy against anyone who seeks to violate his marriage.  This kind of jealousy is a positive kind that responds to a relationship with an active or protective zeal to keep it in tact.  This kind of jealousy is proof that He values the marriage as he should.
The Bible consistently views God’s jealousy as arising out of His covenant love for His people.   He values and loves His people so much that He cannot bear to see them prefer someone or something else to Him.  Numerous times the Old Testament depicts God’s relationship with Israel as a marriage relationship.  Their worship of idols, their disregard for God, their lack of response to His love, constituted in God’s eyes spiritual adultery, which provoked His jealousy.

The true image that God wants you to keep before you from His Word is that He is indeed a jealous God.  If you have received Him as your Lord and Savior, but you merely 
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have remolded God to fit into your life, to your liking so you can go and do the things that you want to that makes God jealous.  He loves you very much and expects you to respond to His love and grow in that love relationship in obedience to Him.
With this commandment also comes a stern warning.  Our response to God now will affect not only our children, but also our great grandchildren.  “Visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the third and fourth generations.” I’ve seen that happen.  When I was growing up I knew a family in which the parents were very religious and attended church faithfully.  But the father’s lifestyle was such that he was very demanding and hard.  He never gave his sons a word of affirmation, he was always critical; “get the biggest price” was the motto of his life.  He distorted the image of God by proclaiming one thing, but God really didn’t matter in everyday things.  Today, of his four children, three have been married and divorced at least twice. “God” is used in the homes of these children only as swear words and the grandchildren are unruly and undisciplined.  Their lives have been filled with heartache and frustration.
But praise God for His mercy. The second commandment continues “But showing steadfast love to thousands who love me…”  We may wonder why God mentions that His love will be extended to a thousand.  Again here is the true image of God.  Indeed God will punish those who disregard Him, but it is also God’s nature to exercise His loving kindness and forgiveness to those who respond in repentance and confession. 
By revealing Himself as a jealous God, God is saying that He alone has claim upon your wholehearted love and that He desires to be loved by us as He has revealed Himself.      
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III. THE CHALLENGE                      
What practical application has this commandment on us who profess to be the Lord’s people?  The answer may be given under three specific challenges:

First of all, if God is so concerned about the image we have of Him, ought we not then to make it our aim in life to know God  as He has revealed Himself in His Word?  In         John 14:8,9, in His response to Phillip’s statement to show us the Fathers. Jesus said, “Have I been with you so long.  Phillip, and yet you do not know me?  He that has seen me has seen the Father.”  If you really want to get to know what God is like, get into a serious study of the Bible.  Purpose in your heart to seek God with your whole heart.  People who know God have great thoughts of God and do great things for God.  Those who know God show great boldness for God.  Those who know God have great contentment in God.  As you seek to know God through the study of His Word, through  prayer, and through trusting and obedience you will gain a true knowledge of God. 

Secondly, be zealous for God. In John 6:38, Jesus says, “My meat is to do the will of Him who sent me, and to finish His work.”  Because Jesus loved God the Father so much, He became zealous for the concerns of God.  As our right response to God’s love is love for Him, so our right response to God’s jealousy over us is a zeal, an enthusiasm for God.  Zeal in our faith is a burning desire to please God, to do His will, and to advance His glory in every possible way.
Too often we Christians want to remain comfortable, respectable, complacent and lukewarm in our relationship with God.  Do you know what God thinks about that?  In Rev. 3:15 “I know your works; you are neither hot nor cold.  Would that you were hot or cold, so because you are lukewarm.  I will spew you out of my mouth.” The lack of zeal of these Christians was offensive to Christ.  What about you?  Do you figure that just “a little dab will  do ya” in your Christianity?  Revive us, Lord, before judgment falls.
-
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Finally, if we are going to take God’s image seriously, then we need to build our goals around God’s priorities.  In Philippians 3:8 Paul states, “Indeed I count everything as loss-junk—compared to the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.”  So what does He do about it?  Verse 12: “I press on to make it my own…forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead.  I press on toward the high calling in Christ.”  When we really get to know God as He has revealed Himself  to us and we begin to take God seriously then our response to His jealous love will be a devotion to His person, His cause and His honor.

Stop and think for a moment what kind of goals  have you set for your life?  What do you need to do to become a more godly man or woman or teenager?  What are the priorities you have set—How does God fit into it all?                                                       
Perhaps you need to begin at the beginning, what kind of image do you have of God? Have you been playing games with God?  What about you, if God is jealous for your love, are you zealous toward Him?  This morning, I challenge you to make this second conviction yours: “My purpose in life, is to seek God with my whole heart and to build my goals around His priorities.”  Now, begin to do something about it. 

